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Back of the book
Palpitations
West management

The other day, an English friend
of mine said, “You know, in
today’s Indian colleges Pink
Floyd is very popular but in
English colleges today, no one
would have any idea who they
were.” It made sense. It was a ’60s
British band that slowly disinte-
grated into a psychedelic cult leg-
end and 40 years have passed.
Today, they looked like pension-
ers or Sir Peter O’ Toole. Still, I
didn’t want to agree with him,
given that I believe Floyd will
last into eternity. I did, however,
start wondering about random
icons of Western culture that

have, for no understandable rea-
son, become popular in India. 

In the case of Floyd for exam-
ple, if you’re a child of middle-
class ’80s Calcutta at an English-
medium school, you were beaten
or humiliated into their worship.
If you asked why they were so
brilliant, someone would say,
“We don’t need no education…
that’s lyrics man.”  If you said
you didn’t understand why or
what is so good about that line,
friends would swear at your 
parents or talk to you like you
were a servant. 

So here below, is a list of cultur-
al references whose success has
no basis or precedence but has
captured the Indian imagination.
I have given up figuring out why. 

Archie Comics Originally
meant to inculcate reading habits
in 1950’s post-war American
teenagers, Archie shot into
prominence in India through the
’70s and today Bollywood’s
young actresses list it among
their favourite things to read. It
somehow has mass appeal even

though our high school dilemmas
don’t involve who wore what at
the beach. (Also, we have no 
such beach.) 

Bryan Adams I believe that
his popularity from A towns has
moved on and he is now a huge
star in B metros as advertisers
say, like Rourkela, Baroda and
Aizwal. Still, figuring out why at
any reunion of any kind, middle-

aged people bend down to do that
kicking/guitar-playing gesture
with their ankle when “Summer
of ’69” plays will probably result
in my early demise.  

Sidney Sheldon His novels
are largely ignored in the West
and made into movies by a TV
channel owned by a greeting 
card company. But in urban

India, he is often quoted by eru-
dite public speakers, corporate
trainers, professors and social
commentators. At US colleges,
when Sidney Sheldon would be
invited to speak on the art of writ-
ing, it was not uncommon for
people to start laughing or leave
or throw stuff.   

John Denver’s “Country
Roads” Essentially, a country
singer singing about West
Virginia, a small, semi-populat-
ed, largely illiterate American
state. More specifically, a man
singing about the hilly beautiful
terrains of West Virginia. Where
he lives. Why has this become an
anthem for our aged at
gymkhana clubs from Mizoram
to Colaba? I saw people reminisce
and hug and sing when this song
came on at a wedding in Delhi.
What are they reminiscing
about? Going home to West
Virginia when they’ve always
lived in Defence Colony? 
To be continued…
Rant or rave to 
letters@timeoutmumbai.net
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‘Why has “Country
Roads” become an
anthem for our aged
at gymkhana clubs?’
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